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Thomas Jefferson, the third President of
the United States, founded the University
of Virginia in 1819, envisioning a modern
institution that would prepare talented
young people to serve as leaders and
citizens in the new nation to which he had
devoted his life. The University today still
holds at its core its founder’s powerful
belief in a liberal education—the sciences,
the humanities, and the arts—as the best
preparation for both public and private life.
The University is the first nonsectarian
academic institution in the United States.
The campus, affectionately called the
Grounds, was centered upon a library (then
housed in the Rotunda) rather than a
church further distinguishing itself from
peer universities of the United States.

The University of Virginia (often
abbreviated as UVa or referred to by
students as TJ—Thomas Jefferson) is a
public research university located
in Charlottesville, Virginia. UVa has
consistently been ranked among the most
prestigious public universities in the US.

With the total student population of
only a little over 21,000, UVa's relatively
small size provides an ideal learning
environment. Thomas Jefferson’s exquisite
architectural design has prompted Ada
Louise Huxtable to call it as “probably the
single most beautiful and effective
architectural group of its kind in the
country, or in the history of American
building.” In 1987, UVa was named to the
prestigious World Heritage Site.
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:‘ The following are responses from

Japanese students from Japan studying
now at the University of Virginia:
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Q. What do you like about UVa?
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In short, I enjoy meeting with so many interesting people here.
Students from all over the world are passionately engaged in
academic pursuit, club activities and avocations; pick any one of
these students, a fascinating conversation ensues and you learn a
world totally unknown to you. With so many clubs representing
different cultures, you are instantly involved in cultural
exchanges. With no metropolis nearby, there is no temptation of
being distracted by what is happening off campus.
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UVa has one of the most beautiful campuses \
ever. The buildings and school architecture ,
communicate the tradition and history of UVa. \
You are surrounded by nature and simply walking

around campus can serve as a great outdoor
activity to clear the mind.
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Q. Why did you come to UVa?
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Ono says:

‘When I was debating, as a returnee, whether I
should go to a university in USA or in Japan, I had a
chance to visit the University of Virginia. I was
fascinated by both the beautiful historical buildings
and the campus which is imbued with a calm
intellectual atmosphere. Both of my parents,
graduates from a university in Tokyo who are
familiar with US academic campuses as teachers,
also voiced their support and said, “A university in
the States would offer an environment conducive to
serious study.”

Okada says:

What attracted me to UVa was the strong tradition
and pride that all UVa students have towards their
school. The school spirit that everyone has is
incomparable to anywhere else. With the unique
traditions such as living on the lawn, numerous secret
societies, and the appreciation of Thomas Jefferson,
our founder who encourages “self-governance” and
created the “honor code”, every single student feels
united and not just an insignificant entity, but part of
the school as a whole.
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Q. Why do you think Japanese students would enjoy being a UVa student?
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Ono says:

UVa’s very small student population of Japanese
nationals creates an environment in which you have
no other choice but to work hard to improve your
English speaking and writing abilities. UVa boasts
many world-renowned professors; I do not mean to
generalize, but the quality of classroom instruction
and the intellectual level of students is very high.
Anyone who has studied hard at the number-one
Public Ivy on the East Coast would be ready to take
on a career challenge, whether a job sends you to
Japan or overseas.

Okada says:

UVa is extremely diverse and has students from all
over the world. In addition, the University
emphasizes the importance of interacting and
making friends with all these different students and
therefore holds various events throughout the year to
provide students with opportunities to intermingle.
Furthermore, there are numerous places where you
can get great tasting Asian food within ten
minutes of campus, as well as the Asian
market nearby.

Ono says:

You can easily get Japanese foods here,
making it easy to live and cook on your
own. If you do not want to cook yourself,
you have many choices of eateries at the
Corner right next to campus, and in
Downtown Mall, only ten minutes by bus. This is the
historic part of Charlottesville, and offers a five-star
Japanese restaurant. The choices of foods at the
campus cafeteria are also improving.
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Kei Ota, an exchange student from Sophia University, has this to say:
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Ota says:

I chose UVa because it was founded
by Thomas Jefferson, one of the
founding fathers of the United States
of America, and more personally I
wanted to study at a well-balanced
university where I can feel for
American culture, history, and
education.

Every day, I never tire of seeing the
magnificent Jeffersonian architecture
all over the campus.

Also, UVa is one of the best of
public universities in the U.S., and
students are highly motivated in their
studies and take themselves seriously
in preparing for a future career, a fact
that I find very stimulating. Being at
such a prestigious university, I think
you will be able to have a very
meaningful study abroad experience
by absorbing the best of American
history, culture, and education.

Interested? Contact (in English):
Office of Undergraduate Admission
P.O. Box 400160, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA 22904 U.S.A.

Phone: 1-434-982-3200 Fax: 1-434-924-3587 <http://www.admission.virginia.edu/international>
Merav Frazier, Assistant Dean of Admission <mfrazier@virginia.edu> ‘
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